THE   FACE   OF   PARIS

The sandbags which were put up to protect public
buildings during air raids have been removed.

At the beginning of the occupation only German
vehicles were allowed in Paris. Then a few commercial
vans were permitted, subject .to an "Ausweis," or pass,
being granted. Only German cars are petrol-driven now,
other commercial vehicles run on producer-gas.

La Societe des Transports en Commun de la Region
Parisienne, which runs the bus services, and the Metro-
politain underground railway, now form a single unit
under one administration. Many employees of the
S.T.C.R.P. are now station staff or guards on the trains.
By degrees the bus drivers and conductors are giving up
their grey uniform for the blue uniform of the M6tro staff.

In Paris the buses on twelve routes only are running,
and these are fitted with huge gas-containers on top.
Services run every ten or fifteen minutes. In the suburbs
some services have been restored. There are no buses,
either in Paris or the suburbs, on Sunday mornings or
after 8 p.m. on weekdays,

Paris has gone back to the days of 1900, with private
carriages and horse-van deliveries. The newspaper, Le
Matin, always most up-to-date, has put several horse-
drawn coaches on the streets to serve Parisians. They
are free, and to get a lift it is only necessary to show the
bowler-hatted coachman a copy of the day's Matin.
Later> the same paper revived the old Madeleine-Bastille
-horse-bus, but with only two horses in place of the
three which it had in its hey-day. The coachman has the
old-fasMoned top-hat and livery of 1900, but the con-
ductor is in the regular Paris transport uniform. Thanks
to a copy of the day's Matin, you may take the air,
without charge, from the top deck.

There is no crush and no need for queueing.

Taxis have disappeared from the streets, some being
requisitioned by the German authorities. But although
ordinary taxis have vanished the S. V.P. taxi has appeared.
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